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James Webster was a Scottish covenanting minster who
made his mark both as a preacher and as an earnest
contender for the faith, taking a leading role in defending
the church against falsehood.

The thirteen sermons contained in this volume were
taken down by his hearers on sacramental occasions

/ Our Latest Title \

Out of His Fulness

Sacramental Sermons of

a Notable Covenanter around the turn of the 18th century. They are deeply
James Webster spiritual sermons consistent with the reputation of
k / Webster, who according to Ebenezer Erskine, was an

eminent light that shone with such lustre from his pulpit.
Three of the sermons are accompanied by his several
addresses to the Lord’s Table on those occasions.
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“His preaching was at once deeply doctrinal and searchingly experimental”

O oF HIs FULNESS

Biographical Account

In the Providenee of God there have often been great men in the
Church who were highly esteemed and uscful in their own day, bur
largely forpoteen by historg Sach are ke the poor wiie man who by his
wisdom delivered the city “yer no man remembered that same poor
man” (Eoe. ®15). It is truc that the Lord is not unsighteous o forget
wmmdnﬂllbmunfm’ﬂmthmdﬁ:mnulmd
which ourwcighs all carthly honour. Yet, it s gradifying when many
wulimlbgnmwynl’lm‘hml: wed, and their lah
and works brought out of obscunty to the profit of the Church in
furure generations. James Wiebster, the author of the sermons publiched
in this book, was one such man. During the stirring and sifing dmes in
which he Fved, when the godly Coveranters of Scotlind were hunied
Mwlnnhmmﬂmﬂfmﬂmhd.hnu
called on to witness and to wuffer for his Bsthfulness o Cheise and His
truth, The Lond spared him through these pesiloas times and raised
him up o eminent wsefulness in the church thereafier, when fall liberry
of worship was restored at the time of the ‘glonious revolution” in 1690,

A sufferer for Christ.

Bomm in 1659 in Fife, be was carly a sufferer for the cause of Christ in
Scotand. While stll under 20 years of age, he was armested in 1678 by
the uu.giiwu ol Dl.nl::lhﬂmdng for pﬂyﬂ:ﬂd Ed.hmhi.p
with eight oehers who desred o gather iogether on the Sabbath day o
call wpon the name of the Lord, Por this ‘erime’ of worthipping the
Grod of heaven and earth, he was imprsoned for mare than dghseen
months in the Tolbooth of Dundes. His fellow womnhippers were fined,
The rexson for the harsher treatment meted out o James Webster was
the misenderstanding that be was then a preacher. It scemas he was
liberated in Masch 1680 ar the oeder of the magistrates of Dundee, and
on their being informed thar, after all, be was not o preacher of the
gospel.

I:uﬂmubefnuﬂﬁlmbehlduu&imhnphﬂmaphicﬂ
studics st the Univerary of 51 Andrews, likely with a2 view 10 the
ministry, and had indeed shown great proficdency in them. His
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SERMONM 10 - Romans 3:25
Christ the Propitiation.

WWhom God harh set forth to be a propidation throwpeh faith in his
Bloed™ Rarmans 325,
A sErinnn e nEy i sz velebeariom ol the [nr.!'ail:.mwr.

Withowt the formality of a preface, we have in these words four
things.

1. Jesus Christ held forth as a grear propitiztion. The word in the
original is the designation whereby the seventy called the mercy-seat. As
if our apostle had eaid, “Chost is made the mercy-sear to the Mew
Testarment church, 2 better mercy-seat than that of the Jews” He is
cornparcd o it berause the merey-seat was the holy part of the holicst
of all. The man Cheist is that holy thing; the human namee filled with
all grace, iz the temple of God, desined for the most sacred uses
possible. The mercy-seat was God's chair of stte, the throne Ie sat
on: “Thou that dwellest between the cherubims,” that is, thow that
sittest upon the mercy-seat, (the wings of the cherubims stretched out,
made a seat for JEHOWAH), “shine forth™ {Ps, 80:1). This Chrizt Jesus
iz the plec of appointment, where God and sinners shall meet. Tn
Cheist God is heard, seen, and felt; in Chrise He is found; in Chaist we
converse with the Losd From thar mescy-sear He speaks unto His
people peace, declares [limself propidous, and fawoursble, and
reconcilable.

2. W have in the words the great Author of this work, the principal
agene. It is God the Father: *Whom God hath set forth,” “Scr forthe”
the word  significs purposed, and is in other places  translated
foreordained. Folk are ready to be jealous of God the Father; °1 think
Christ is a meek Saviour, ready to pardon and forgive, but the Father 15
the angry offended party, and scamce by any means can be prevailed
upan o forgive” This is s high injery done to God, for the first motion
of the great work began in His hreast, He is the prisser soveis; it was
originally from Him. He made rhe first proposal, the first offer w0 the
San, with a great gladness of heart; and it was entertained by the Son
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with the same cxultason of heart “The counsel of peace was betwixt
them both.™

3. We have the great means of this propitaton: it s His blood,
Chirist’s blood. Not the blood of a beast, the blood of a malefactor, not
the blood of a men: man, not the blood of an mcamate angel; 1 s
Chnst’s blomd, not cvery suffering of His humansty, it is 0o kess than
His blood, and mvers of it. God the Father did not spare Him. He
made a great wound, a grean gash, a great breach in the human namre,
and rvers of His blood gushed out

4. We have the great means that apprehends thes propitaton upon
our part. The instrument is faith: “Whom God hath set forth w0 be a
propitiation throwsgh faith in his blood™ Mot that faith makes Christ a
propitaton; He was that before: but faith lays hold upon Ham, it
apprchends and receves Him, Fasth 1 the foor that carnes us o Chos,
faith &= the hand that rakes Him, fath i= the mouth that feeds upon
Him, Fath 15 the stomach that dagests the Son of God, fath 5 the car
that hears Ham, faith s the eye that sees Him, fsth recenves Him, faith
rests on Him, and w appropoates Him o us Somctimes the whole
word of CGod i the obyeet of fith, sometmes the fathifulacss and
veracity of God, sometimes the merey of God, sometimes the Person
of the Mediator, sometimes His whole offices; but the proper formal
object of justifying fasth is His blood.

The observation 1 ntend to prosecute is, as Chist Jesus s the great
means, o Giod the Father is the great author of man’s reconclation
and recovery, God the Father set Him fonh; and when He = set forth,
He is a propitiation by Hiz blood. All the parts and degrees, all the
micsdels and frames, all the cffects and conscquences of this great work,
are entrcly owing to Caosd the Father. He s the head thar contrved, amd
Christ & the hand that cxecuted the deeree. Yea, the proposng, the
docliraton,  the mvention, the contrvance, and  the  actual
accomplishment, is foom God the Farher.

In -upu:)me, ey thes docinne, 1 shall,

1. Open a little the nature of this great work, this propitiation

1L Let you see that Christ by His blood is the grear means thereof.

1. Speak o God the Father’s being a principal author and agemt
therewn.
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“For the ‘crime’ of worshipping the God of heaven, he was imprisoned
for more than eighteen months in the Tolbooth of Dundee”




